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Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver, Ranking Member on the House                Appropriations Military Construction Subcommittee, will join Chairman                David L. Hobson (R-OH) in leading a bipartisan delegation to Italy,                Bosnia, and Turkey to visit U.S. military facilities and NATO installations                overseas. The week-long trip will begin this Sunday, February 14,                and will include a tour of Army, Air Force, Navy, and NATO housing                and related facilities.              

œOur number one priority is to ensure that our men and women in                the Armed Services have adequate living quarters and the necessary                military supplies to successfully perform their missions,”                 Olver said.              

œUnlike their U.S. counterparts, the overseas military bases do                not have a directly elected U.S. Representative to advocate on their                behalf in Congress. Therefore, it is up to our Subcommittee to ensure                that these troops have access to quality housing, health care, and                childcare.”              

œIt is really a quality of life issue,” Olver continued. œBosnia                is in a war-torn region and we have an obligation to provide decent,                safe housing for the families who are living there.”              

Olver's trip to the area is directly related to the possibility                of an increased American presence 
               in the Baltic region, should NATO decide to send a peacekeeping                force into Kosova, a province of the former Yugoslavia.  An                estimated 15,000 - 20,000 American troops are already stationed                in Bosnia and near-by Italy, Greece and Turkey.              

In addition to evaluating the military housing and training facilities,                the Congressional delegation will examine day care centers, schools                and medical facilities.             
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